
“Let Em Play God”  writing prompt p. 8 
 
What does the author mean by the phrase “letting the audience play God”?  Is the plot of the movie Rope that 

Hitchcock describes a good example of letting the audience ‘play God’?  What or why not?  How does 

Hitchcock use the film as an illustration of his point of view?  Be sure to cite textual evidence to develop your 

essay and support your ideas. 

 

Period 6 Response . . .  

In the essay “Let ‘Em Play God” by Alfred Hitchcock, he explains the ingredients for suspense in 

movies.  The main ingredient is to ‘let the audience play God’, and by that he means that the audience knows 

all the secrets that the characters do not.  A good example is  the movie Rope because the audience knows 

right from the beginning who got murdered and is in the chest at the party.  In paragraph 8, Hitchcock tells us, 

“John Dall and Farley Granger strangle a young man in the opening shot.”  Another crucial ingredient is 

creating contrast between characters and the situation.  Hitchcock states in paragraph 15, “John Dall is guilty 

of a bestial crime . . . But throughout the film he is grace and charm itself and his apartment is gay and 

beautifully appointed.”  His point of view is that some things are NOT necessary for suspense such as puzzling 

the audience and mystery.  Hitchcock writes, “ . . . but if the audience does not know whether the young man is 

a killer or a hero, they will not know whether to cheer or weep.”  

 

 

Period 4 Response . . .  

In Alfred Hitchcock’s essay “Let ‘Em Play God” he elaborates on the main aspects of suspense and 

how to properly execute them in films.  The most important aspect is to let the audience ‘play God.’  By this he 

means that the audience knows more than the on screen characters.  In doing so, the audience knows the fate 

facing the characters.  In paragraph 5, it says, “If they have been told all the secrets . . . they will work like the 

devil for you because they know what fate is facing the poor actors.”  A good example of this is in his 1948 

movie Rope where we see the two main characters murder a man.  In paragraph 8, Hitchcock states, “John 

Dall and Farley Granger strangle a young man in the opening shot.”  However, in Hitchcock’s point of view, 

playing God is not the only aspect of suspense; creating contrast is another component of suspense which 

Hitchcock utilizes in the movie.  This is shown in paragraph 15 when, “John Dall is guilty of a bestial crime . . . 

throughout the film he is grace and charm itself and the apartment is gay and beautifully appointed.”  One thing 

he does NOT believe makes a suspenseful movie is surprise . . . (students are finishing this sentence on their 

own and writing a concluding sentence) 

 

 

 

 



 

Period 3 Class Response . . .  

 

In Alfred Hitchcock’s 1948 essay “Let ‘Em Play God”, he explains what is needed in a  movie to create 

real suspense.  One of the most important ingredients for suspense is to ‘let the audience play God’.  By this 

he means to let the audience know everything that is going to happen so that they can predict the fate of the 

characters.  In paragraph 5, he states, “If they have been told all the secrets that the characters do not know . . 

. they know what fate is facing the poor actors.”  His movie Rope is a good example of this when, “John Dall 

and Farley Granger strangle a young man in the opening shot.”  The movie also includes other important 

components of suspense such as having  contrast, plausible situations, and believable characters.  Hitchcock 

writes that, “In fact, it is important in a story with sinister implications to use counterpoint, great contrast 

between situation and background, as we did  in Rope.”  Regarding situations and characters, in paragraph 11, 

he explains, “. . . one of the necessary ingredients of the formula is a series of plausible situations . . . When 

characters are unbelievable you never get suspense, only surprise.”  Contrary to common belief, Hitchcock 

says, “. . . I do not believe that puzzling the audience is the essence of suspense.”   Hitchcock’s essay “Let ‘Em 

Play God” explains how he creates suspense, and everything he needs to invoke fear in his audience. 

 

 

 

Period 1 Class Response . . .  

 

In the essay “Let ‘Em Play God” by Alfred Hitchcock, he explains how to get real suspense in a movie. 

One of the most important ingredients for suspense is to let the audience ‘play God’ which means that the 

audience knows everything in the story but that the characters do not.  His 1948 movie Rope is a good 

example of this because in the opening scene we get to witness a murder.  Hitchcock tells us in paragraph 8 . . 

. “John Dall and Farley Granger strangle a young man in the opening shot.”  Another ingredient Hitchcock uses 

is creating contract between a situation and the background.  For instance, in paragraph 15, he explains that, 

“John Dall is guilty of a bestial crime . . . But throughout the film he is grace and charm itself and his apartment 

is gay and beautifully appointed.”  While Hitchcock believes there is a certain formula that creates suspense, 

he also feels that there are certain things that do NOT add to the suspense of a movie.  In paragraph 6, he 

writes, “I have never actually directed a whodunit or a puzzler . . . I do not believe that puzzling the audience is 

the essence of suspense.”  Alfred Hitchcock has successfully created a recipe that is sure to wow an audience 

and get you on the edge of your seat! 


